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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT SAYS HE IS CONSIDERING EVENTUAL CONSTRUCTION 
OF NEW CAPITAL 

1 . DURING HIS FEBRUARY 10 INSPECTION OF SEOUL MUNICIPAL 
GOVERNMENT, PRESIDENT PAK STATED FIRST TIME PUBLICLY THAT 
HE IS CONSIDERING CONSTRUCTION OF ' TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATIVE 
CAPITAL' 1 ON LINES OF BONN, ONE HOUR'S DRIVE FROM SEOUL, BUT 
HE GAVE NO INDICATION OF WHERE OR WHEN. (TAEJON IS SOUTH, ON 
EXPRESSWAY AND RAILWAY.) PRESIDENT JUSTIFIED PROPOSED MOVE BY 
INVOKING PROBLEMS OF CONTROLLING EVER-INCREASING SEOUL POPU 
LATION, BUT DID NOT DIRECTLY MENTION SECURITY RATIONALE WHICH HAS 
BEEN ANOTHER MAIN REASON GIVEN BY SOME WHO HAVE TALKED OF THIS 
POSSIBILITY TO US BEFORE. 

2. PAK ALSO SAID HE WAS AWARE OF POLITICAL AND PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL QUESTIONS INVOLVED, UNDERSCORING PLEDGE THAT 
GOVT. POLICY "TO PROTECT SEOUL TO THE END IN CASE OF 
EMERGENCY CAN NEVER BE CHANGED" AND THAT PRESIDENT AND MAJOR 
ORGANIZATIONS OF GOVERNMENT, OF COURSE, WOULD "IMMEDIATELY 
RETURN TO SEOUL TO COPE WITH ANY EMERGENCY." 

3. NDP SPOKESMAN REACTED TO PAR'S PROPOSAL WITH MUCH THE 
SAME ENTHUSIASM EVINCED BY DRP PARTY MEMBERS. NDP 
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MAINTAINED THAT NDP HAD PROPOSED SAME IDEA SEVERAL TIMES AND 
HAD EVEN QUESTIONED ROKG ABOUT POSSIBILITY AT LAST NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY, ALTHOUGH GOVT. SAID THEN SUCH PLANS WERE PREMATURE. 
(DURING LAST PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, KIM TAE-CHUNG 
SUGGESTED TAEJON AS LIKELY SITE.) OPPOSITION PARTY ALSO 
ISSUED CAVEAT THAT PLAN MUST BE "SCRUPULOUSLY EXAMINED." 
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4. COMMENT: THIS WILL OF COURSE BE A VERY MAJOR UNDER- 
TAKING INVOLVING MANY PROBLEMS AND STRONG OFFICIAL SUPPORT 
PROBABLY HIDES A GOOD MANY QUALMS EVEN IN GOVERNMENT QUARTERS. 

THOSE CONTACTED ARE ALREADY DISCUSSING PROBLEMS OF 
COMMUTING. ECONOMISTS HAVE SAID COST WILL BE ENORMOUS. 

ALSO. NOTICE THAT GOVT. WOULD IMMEDIATELY RETURN TO DEFEND 
SEOUL IN CASE OF ATTACK IS BEING TAKEN WARILY AND WITH 
GRAIN OF SALT. 

SNEIDER 
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